gap in .our knowledge is plain in the great majority .of ant species the reproductives scatter widely after leaving the nest, fly moderate to. long distances, and finally mate in nuptial swarms ar above the head of the human observer.
The nuptial flight is of more than ordinary interest to the student o2 social insects. It is here that the male ants exhibit, both in the formation and maintenance of the swarms and in subsequent copulatory movements, the greater part of their lifetime social behavior. Both sexes display fixed-action patterns, conceivably complex in nature, that appear only at this time and are apt to be among the most stereotyped and species-specific of the entire species' repertory. Judging 
